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The Safety in Recreational Water Activities Regulation 2024 (the
Regulation) describes what must be done to prevent or control
certain hazards which can cause injury, illness or death when
providing recreational diving, recreational technical diving and
recreational snorkelling. 

The Regulation commences on 1 August 2024 and replaces the
Safety in Recreational Water Activities Regulation 2011.

ABOUT THE REGULATION

HOW TO USE THIS KIT
We've developed this communication kit to share information about
the new Regulation and Code. You can also use this kit to promote
and raise awareness about the updated Regulation and Code. 

In this easy-to-use kit you will find:
key messages
table outlining a summary of changes
social media posts for sharing

ABOUT THE CODE
The Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving and
Snorkelling Code of Practice 2024 (the Code) provides practical
guidance to dive operators on how to comply with their health and
safety duties under the Regulation.

The code commences on 1 August 2024 and replaces the
Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving and Snorkelling
Code of Practice 2018.
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KEY MESSAGES

Effective date: The Regulation commences on 1 August, 2024.

Maintaining safety and supporting industry
These updates recognise the importance of this industry to Queensland and the need to maintain
high safety standards for participants.

Industry consultation
We have worked closely with recreational diving and snorkelling industry representatives,
medical experts and training associations to ensure the Regulation meets the needs of industry
and maintains the industry’s high safety standards.

Ensuring safe recreational diving and snorkelling
The Regulation provides clear requirements to ensure:

all persons aboard the boat are counted
entry-level certificate divers and non-certified divers complete a medical declaration
entry-level certificate divers provide a medical certificate where required
snorkellers are given advice about medical conditions which may impact their ability to
snorkel safely and are advised to tell the dive operator about any medical conditions they
have
lookouts (and/or guides for snorkellers), rescuers and first aid equipment are provided
non-certified divers are adequately supervised
a dive safety log is kept.

Key changes:
A restructure for simplicity and reduced duplication.
Updated terminology and standards to match current practices.
Updated medical requirements for entry-level certificate divers based on current evidence-
based medical guidance.
Clarified requirements for snorkellers to advise dive workers about any medical conditions to
allow dive operators to better assess the risk of the activity for the snorkeller. 

Improving medical safety measures
The Regulation now requires a medical declaration in the approved form for entry-level certificate
diving. The approved form is the Undersea & Hyperbaric Medical Society (UHMS) Diver
Participant Questionnaire. The use of this document has been supported by UHMS.
This change was incorporated based on feedback from industry members that the previous
criteria was outdated. The change allows entry-level certificate divers to be more accurately
assessed based on more updated medical information. 

Snorkellers must also now let dive operators know about any medical conditions, providing
better disclosure for dive operators to properly assess the risk of the activity and put in place
appropriate measures. This also acknowledges that the snorkeller may not be best placed to
determine what medical conditions are relevant to the activity.

SAFETY IN RECREATIONAL WATER ACTIVITIES
REGULATION 2024 

https://www.uhms.org/resources/featured-resources/recreational-diving-medical-screening-system.html
https://www.uhms.org/resources/featured-resources/recreational-diving-medical-screening-system.html
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Download the Safety in Recreational Water Activities Regulation 2024.
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RECREATIONAL DIVING, RECREATIONAL
TECHNICAL DIVING AND SNORKELLING 

CODE OF PRACTICE 2024

Enhanced safety measures
The Code has been updated to address coronial recommendations, focusing on
improved risk assessments and enhanced supervision of non-certified divers. 

These updates aim to maintain Queensland’s high safety standards, improve the
health and safety of recreational diving and snorkelling and support this important
industry.

Consultation: The Code was updated in consultation with dive operators, industry
representatives, medical experts, training organisations and relevant government
departments.

Effective date: The Code will commence on August 1, 2024.

Key changes:
The Code has been updated and is now more streamlined, with less duplication.
It includes further guidance on ways to identify a search area and reduce the
response time for a missing diver.
An updated risk assessment process has been included. 
Guidance on how to determine whether non-certified diver to dive instructor
ratios need to be reduced, or the dive modified, or cancelled.
Updated guidance to ensure adequate supervision. 
Inclusion of more comprehensive basic skills to be taught to non-certified divers
Modernised terminology and practices.
Guidance on minimising the risk of a shark bite incident.  
Inclusion of information on Immersion Pulmonary Oedema (IPO). 
Consequential changes from the commencement of the new Regulation.

Download the Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving and Snorkelling
Code of Practice 2024.

Visit worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling for helpful industry
resources. 
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https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling
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SOCIAL MEDIA
OUR
SOCIALS

You are welcome to use the below posts on your own
channels or share one of ours!

Facebook:@WorkSafeQueensland
LinkedIn: worksafe-q-8622b470/
Instagram: @worksafeqld
YouTube: @WorkSafeQueensland

POST 1
With over a million people participating in recreational diving and snorkelling activities each
year in Queensland, it’s essential we maintain high safety standards. 

To help achieve this, the Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving and Snorkelling
Code of Practice 2024 and the Safety in Recreational Water Activities Regulation 2024 have been
updated. 

So, what’s new?
Key updates in the Code address coronial recommendations about risk assessments and
supervision of divers and includes feedback from the industry and changes from the remade
Regulation.

Changes to the Regulation include:
 a restructure for simplicity and reduced duplication
updated definitions, and terminology to reflect modern practices
the replacement of outdated medical requirements with current evidence-based medical
information.

Learn more about the new Code and Regulation at 
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling

https://www.facebook.com/WorkSafeQueensland
https://www.linkedin.com/in/worksafe-q-8622b470/
https://www.instagram.com/worksafeqld
https://www.facebook.com/WorkSafeQueensland
https://au.linkedin.com/company/workplace-health-and-safety-queensland
https://www.instagram.com/worksafeqld
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorkSafeQueensland
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling
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You are welcome to use the below posts on your
own channels or share one of ours!

POST 2
The Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical Diving, and Snorkelling Code of Practice
2024 and the Safety in Recreational Water Activities Regulations come into effect from 1
August 2024. 🐠✨

The Code offers practical guidance for dive operators to comply with the new
Regulation. Here's what's new:
✅ Reflects modern terminology and industry practices 
✅ Ensures high safety standards for Queensland’s diving and snorkelling industry 
✅ Updates outdated medical requirements for entry-level certificate diving.

Stay informed and dive safe! 🤿🌊
#DivingSafety #Snorkelling #RecreationalDiving #QueenslandDiving #Dive2024

Learn more about the new Code and Regulation at:
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling

https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling
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If your business offers snorkelling and diving, then you need to comply with
Queensland’s safety in recreational water activities laws—as well as work health and
safety laws! 🤿 🤿 🤿 

To support this, we've updated the Recreational Diving, Recreational Technical
Diving, and Snorkelling Code of Practice 2024 and the Safety in Recreational Water
Activities Regulation 2024.

 A special thank you to all who contributed during the consultation process in
developing these important updates.

Some key changes include updated risk assessment processes, guidance to ensure
adequate supervision, modernised terminology and practices, information on
Immersion Pulmonary Oedema (IPO) and more comprehensive basic skills training
for non-certified divers.  

To learn more about the updates, visit the link below and checkout the handy
communications kit. 

worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling

You are welcome to use the below posts on your
own channels or share one of ours!

POST 3

http://worksafe.qld.gov.au/your-industry/diving-and-snorkelling

